Panel 3: Interactive expert panel on ‘Commemorating 30 years of CEDAW - Intervention of the Netherlands

Mr/Madam Chair,

Thank you for giving me the floor. Let me first state that the Netherlands aligns itself with the statement presented by the Kingdom of Spain on behalf of the European Union.

I would also like to state that we all have listened to interesting contributions from the panelists.

The Netherlands is of the opinion that one of the important contributions of CEDAW has been its recommendation on gender mainstreaming. The Committee recommended that one Government department be designated and actively take up the responsibility and leadership role in coordinating the use of the gender-mainstreaming strategy in policies and programs of all other Government departments, as well as to ensure effective monitoring and evaluation of results achieved. 

Because of this the Dutch government took three important steps:

1. In an emancipation memorandum, called 'More opportunities for Women. Emancipation policy 2008-2011' the mutual ambitions of the government were formulated and the responsibility at national level made clear. 

2. The different responsibilities of the ministries and of the coordinating minister of emancipation were confirmed in a letter to Parliament.

3. This year the balance of this method of work is being made up. The ministers will have to account for their policies and will have to identify new opportunities within their own departments, in the area of emancipation. They will send their conclusions to Parliament.   

The CEDAW committee also encourages that a coordinating department on gender equality and gender mainstreaming ensure that knowledge of the Convention is effectively promoted at all levels and sectors of Government, with the aim of promoting de jure and de facto equality between women and men. 

Mr/Madam Chair,

Having said this, I must admit that the Dutch government realizes very well that it could step up its own efforts to make the Convention known. That’s what our NGO’s and also the CEDAW committee have made us aware of. 

Thank very much for your attention!

