Commission on the Status of Women 54th session 2010

Dutch NGO Recommendations:
In March 2010, the Commission on the Status of Women will undertake a fifteen-year review of the implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcomes of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly. Emphasis will be placed on sharing of experiences and good practices, with a view to overcoming remaining obstacles and new challenges, including those related to the Millennium Development Goals.  Dutch Non Governmental Organizations have formulated the following recommendations in support of accelerated implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action at the occasion of the Beijing + 15 Review at the 54th session of the Commission on the Status of Women. Dutch NGOs emphasize that gender perspectives ought to be inclusive and should take into account the intersection of other determining factors such as age, ethnicity, sexual orientation and gender identity. Active involvement and engagement of men and boys with the Beijing Platform for Action and the MDG’s is imperative to overcome obstacles for a more gender just world.

1. Fifteen years after the adoption of the Beijing Platform for Action we note a lack of political will and accountability towards its full implementation. We therefore urge that all governments keep up to the targets and timeframes agreed upon to ensure the protection and enhancement of women’s human rights at the national, regional and global level. Involvement of and collaboration with Civil Society Organizations is necessary to guard an effective implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action.
2. The international community and all member states should invest in the two track strategy to promote gender equality as agreed in the Beijing Platform for Action: (1) mainstreaming of gender equality on all levels and (2) supporting (women’s) organizations focusing specifically on women’s rights and empowerment. Both tracks deserve substantial earmarked investments.
3. Women are disproportionally affected by the current economic and financial crisis: Reduced public expenditures, especially in health and primary and secondary education, girls drop-out in schools, loss of jobs, limited access to the labor market and rising food prices contribute to an increasing feminization of poverty. Stimulus packages to cmbat poverty are mainly focused on men. Both international finance institutions and governments should include gender sensitive strategies in the stimulus packages to reduce the effects of the economic crisis on women and girls. 
4. Cutting of health expenditure might lead to the reduction of funds available for sexual and reproductive health and rights of women and girls endangering the achievement of the millennium development goals. Governments should step up efforts in support of comprehensive health policies, taking into account the interrelationship between HIV/AIDS, violence against women and sexual and reproductive health. 
5. Within the forthcoming years, as a result of the economic and financial crisis, ODA will decrease. In conjunction with the changes in the aid effectiveness agenda this might jeopardize the focus on women’s empowerment and gender equality. We recommend a diversity of funding mechanisms in order to enable funding for women’s organizations at all levels; local, national and global. This should include also support to autonomous organizations and institutions involved in gender research, analysis, monitoring and evaluation. Its knowledge is needed as strategic input to influence the transformation of policies and programmes for achieving a gender just world.  
6. Violence against all women, including lesbians, bisexuals and transgender, constitute a violation of basic human rights and must therefore be eradicated. Governments should formulate national action plans that encompass all forms of violence against women and incorporate multi-sector programming, integrating prevention, service delivery and enforcement strategies in order to eliminate violence against women and girls.  
7. Despite a global consensus about the importance of the implementation of UN SC Resolutions 1325 and 1820, the implementation lags behind and resource allocation falls short. So far only 17 national action plans have been adopted worldwide. Up scaling of the implementation and monitoring of 1325 and 1820 is needed to protect women’s rights in crisis and (post) conflict situations. In addition, not-officially recognized conflict areas should be incorporated within 1325 action plans. Women’s organizations should be recognized and involved as actors and agents of change in (post)conflict situations.
8. Gender equality should be promoted starting at a young age in order to be effective. Youth organizations play a special role in promoting gender equality and should be involved in decision-making processes. Therefore it is necessary to ensure that budget lines are accessible for youth organizations and young women’s organizations in particular. Youth should be mainstreamed at all levels.
9. The global increase of (religious) fundamentalisms and terrorism endangers the development opportunities and participation of women and girls, and inhibites the role of women’s organizations. Policies and measures that address fundamentalisms as well as anti terrorism measures and legislation, should be aware of the implications for women’s human rights and take into account the need to protect women’s human rights defenders. 

10. Women should equally participate in all power and decision-making structures in the public and private sector and at all levels. The participation of women in decision making structures is essential to development, peace, security and stability, especially in situations of extreme poverty and violent conflict. Still, investments in leadership and powerful support to organize women to actually be at the decision making tables have been limited. Therefore, the targets of the Beijing Platform for Action should be effectuated immediately and new more ambitious benchmarks should be agreed upon. 
11. There is a systematic underutilization of the use of the instrument of gender-budgeting. Governments are called upon to apply, or facilitate gender responsive budgeting on policies, including public funding at international and national levels on a regular basis. International and national statistics should be disaggregated by gender in order to enable gender specific analysis, policy formulation and budget allocation. 
12. The new UN women’s entity is a prime opportunity to strengthen the protection of women’s rights and gender equality globally and ensure effective implementation of frameworks like the Beijing Platform of Action at country level. We call on all governments to establish the new UN women’s entity swiftly and without further delay, in 2010. Strong operational capacity and a clear leadership role at country level as well as within the UN system, close and systematic collaboration mechanisms with civil society, especially women’s rights organizations, and ambitious funding are needed to make the new UN women’s agency successful. 

